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6:3 ee As members of this House, we are obliged to represent to his Majesty our sentiments, with regard 
6018 to the Persons he advises with or employs in the executive part of the goverument : if we neglect 
x; r ™ to do so, or from selfish motives abstain or delay giving his Majes:y a proper information and ad- 


| * vice, we neglect or betray not only our duty to our eountry and constituents, but also our duty 
oe “* to our Sovereign.” ——Mr, Sanpvys’s Speech, in the House of Commons, Feb. 13, 1740. 
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625 : ay had he observed a strict silence with respect 
AWALYTICAI. AND COMPARATIVE VIEW, | to the members of the New Opposition ; had 


(2 








a , isc. & he excluded their characters and their par- 
i. ql i liamentary conduct entirely from the discus- 
S MOF two Pampblets, lately published, the one | 8i00,I certainly should not have been the man 
te io aa titled. © C, R by iam: she Geiey | Grag them into it. But, while he was re- 
59 ae entitle » serge 4 emar p ! minding his adversary, that “ no species of 
66 a of Parties, during the Administration of | « falsehood is so certain of passing current 
669 | Mr, Addington, by a Near Osserver;” | “ soe weeks as that sans has ies de- 
J . . “ ore th for its. fi ation,” he ap- 

60 © and the other entitled, “ A Plain Auswer 5. Aenaig trarh. for its.fousdation, de ap 
Ai» a : ’ pears not to have forgotten another maxim 
/ i’ . 0 the Misrepresentations and Calumuies equally true, that “ no malice is so likely to 
7°53 ES contained in the Cursory Remarks of a Near | “ succeed as that which assumes the garb of 
713 *¢ friendship.” He has introduced the mem- 


© Obbserver, by AMore Accurate Os- + 
a Ng abe tes 4 ; bers of the New Opposition merely as crea- 
719 “ee SERVER. tares, or things, destined to the uses (some- 


+ (Continued from Vol. IV. p. 917.) times not the most honourable) of Mr. Pits 
(29 & ; _. , | bere, they serve, like his owr Cinque Port 
(37 § V. The conduct of the New Opposition in volunteers, to swell out his train, to be ** set 
Me arliament. ; _.| * up upon a hill to make a show ;” there, 

54 © With respect to this part of the subject, if | he considers them as regulars, and marches 
769 fie answer had been silent, I should not | them onto meet the enemy: now, they are 
oP I lave thought it necessary to include itin my | rolled before him in the capacity of a mante- 
94 amination; for, the remarks, which the | let tocover his sap ; then, they are piled up 
gvear Observer has made on the parliamen- | into a parapet of sand-bags. Whatever be 

08 etary conduct of those gentlemen, who com- | the character or form, in which they appear, 
ose what has been calied the New Opposi- | for Mr. Pitt's purposes, and for those pur- 

53 "Mion, always appeared to me to be so weak, poses alone, do they seem to be employed ;. 
60 Mand, indeed, so evidently absurd, as not to | and, when these purposes do not require that 
63 stand in need of an exposure. But, when a | they should be defended, so far is the Accu- 
72 york, written with some talent, and, to all | rate Observer from attempling their defence, 
93 pearance, coming from authority, piM- | that he often tacitly admits the justice of the 
93 esses to be an ansqwer to another work, it is | censure, sometimes joins in, and improves, 


ry natural to conclude, that whatever is leit | upon, the misrepresentations, and, in one or 
o4 bot answered, is unanswerable, ‘Therefore, as-| two instances, adds to that calumny, which, 
he pamphlet of the Accorate Observer is | agreeably to his professions, it was his duty, 
Entitled “ a plain Answer to the Misrepresen- | to endeavour to refute, So that, in this part 

tations and calummnies of the Cursory Re- | of my task, I shall have to answer both Mr, 


3 | marks of a Near Observer,” the author will, | Bentizy and Mr. Lone, who, though they 
is reasonable to suppose, be, by hig readers | have, like Peachamand Lockit, throttled, and 
IS h_general, regarded as having, to the best of |- would wiliingly strangle each other, can se 


is knowledge and abilities, answeied te | far master their mutual hatred, as to.co-ope- 
vbole of those misrepresentations and calum- | rate most cordially against the members of 
17 nes ; and, as he has, in reality, attempted to | the New Opposition. The Near Observer 


swe ‘that part of them which bear | has iotroduced seven of these gentlemen 
or i nw and conduct of his prin- | namely, Lord ‘Temple, Mr. Grenville Dr, 
3 @s this course (a course by no means | Laurence, Mr. Elliot, Mr. Cannin , Lord 

18 or just) has been pursued by | Grenville, and Mr. Windham; only the three 


re a sans of Mr. Pitt, it seems ter of whom have been at all noticed by 
iat His omissions should be supplied. Yet, the Accurae Obseryer.. How he bas no- 
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ticed them we shall see by-and-by; bat, 
first, it is necessary tospeak of those whom 
he has omiited. 

Lord Temple is charged, by the Near Ob- 
server, with demanding places for his fa- 
mily: “ Lord Temple demands places for 
« his family (insatiable family!) and his fa- 
« mily insist upon vaming the King’s mi- 
** nisters.”” It was, surely, the duty of a 
writer, who professed to answer the whole 
of ihe Cur-ory Remarks, to contradict this 
false and ms'tcious assertion; or, if it was 
recurded as a falsebe: ‘oo barefaced to me- 
rit a serious contradiction, it was his daty to 
notice it as such, especially as he must have 
been aware, that the falsehood, though bare- 
faced and base, was by vo means one of those 
which the Addingtons valued the least. But, 
we uniformly find this writer ready to sacri- 
fice any and every other person to the pur- 
poses of Mr. Pitt. ‘The Near Observer, 
in’ bringing his charge against Lord Temple, 
has omitted the where and the when; but, 
he, no doubt, alludes to the debate of the 
24th of November, when his lordship made 
use of expressions, whicn were, by Mr. She- 
ridan, tortured into a d« mand of p'aces for 
his funnily, but which nether contoined nor 
would bear any such meaning. The New 
Opposition bac, in the course of the debate, 
bren accused of wishing for war, at any 
rate, in preference to peace, on aoy terms; 
a charge, the truth of which Lord J 
denied. The object of our arguments is, 
said he, “ to open tbe minds of the people 
“to their danger; to show them into what 
* hands their country has failen; and, to 
§* convince than, that, while it remains zn 
such bands, there is po hope of success im 
War, ner of hovour and security in prace. 
.. +. Much remains to be done; and, 
in other bands, much may be done, not by 
* engaging ima hazardous war, but by reai 
* firmaness.”-——These are the expressions, 
which the Addingtons and Bragges have 
coustrued into a demand of piaces for the 
Grenville tamily; into a claim, on the part 
of that fanily, to name the ministers of the 
King! The Accuraie Observer, who under- 
takes to answer misrepresentations and ca- 
lumnies, ought, one would think, not to have 
passed over this part of his opponents re- 
marks. Nor, would it have been a depar- 
ture from his office, if, in answer to the ex- 

Clamation of, “* insatiable family!" as a 
plied to the Grenvilles, he had given his 
A “f » he had given his 
readers some account of the great merits, of 
the talents, the integrity, the long and emi- 
ent services of that family. And, havi 
been forced upon this subject, be might al 
Dught to have shown, that the Addingtons (1 
_ Will pot call them @ family) and their end- 








td} S 


«é 
t« 
fr 


ee 





COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 








[4 


less train of hungry relations, have already 
possessed themselves of three times as mucii 
of the public wealth as the Grenvilles ever 
enjoyed ; besides having debased the cha- 
racter and enfcebled the power of the go- 
vernment, by filling the public offices with 
persons, whom the people must despise, and 
towards the supporting of whom in upstart 
idleness and insolence, they cannot and they 
will not chearfully contribute. 

Mr. Grenville and Dr. Laurence areaccused, 
by the Near Observer, of having cried inces- 
santly for war, till war became evidently inevi- 
table, and then, of having “ turned suddenly 
“ as the wind.” The passage of the Cur- 
sory Remarks, which I here allude to, is 
as follows:—“ Mr. Thomas Grenville ce- 
“ clared, that thefe was no man more ready 
“ ormore cager to vote for the address,’ (on 
the King’s Message of the 8th o: March], 
** especially if it should be likely to procore 
* peace and #anguillity ; and, Doctor Lau- 
“rence professed his wishes were for 
“« peace!!! He expected it should be 
‘ proved, that the war, if it must now be 
** renewed, was indispensably necessary to 
the safety and honour of the Empire |! !" 

If these expressions, these exact words, 
had been made use of by Mr. Grenville 
and Dr. Laurence, what ‘nconsisiency would 
they have discovered? These two gentle- 
men objected to the peace of Amiens for 
several reasons; but 3 principal reason was, 
that if gave us so smalla hop: of /asting 
pesce and tranquillity; and, the address 
which, on the 13th of May, 1802, both of 
them voted for, advised his Majesty to adopt 
such measures as might tend to render du- 
rable the tranquillity, which he had, by so 
many sacrifices, graciously intended to re- 
store to his people. Would it, therefore, 
have been turning like the wind, if the 
same persons, who, from such motives, 
voted for that address, had, from the same 
motives, supported the address in answer 
to the King’s Message of the 8th of March, 
1803 ?-——-But, during the debate in ques- 
tion, neither Mr. Grenville nor Dr. Lau- 
rence expressed any wish either for peace 
or war. Their opponents in doors, and the 
vu'gar without doors, anticipated much 
triumpb, on their part, at the prospect of 
seeing a speedy end to that peace, which 
they had so strongly and so justly repro- 
bated. But, they were careful to discover 
no such triumph, and to remind their hear- 
ers, that the principles, on which they had 
condemned the peace, had never warranted 
ord vt ) ig came. them as 

vpon war. Mr. Grenville said, that 
“ he should chearfully vote for the address, 
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«* which he wished to see carried with per- 
** fect unanimity, because it would thereby 
__-© be the more likely to convince the world 
_'** that we were able and willing to defend 
~.* eur rights, which conviction was the 
 « means best calculated to produce a state 
» >) ** of real peace and tranquillity.” Was this 
> turning about? Was this “ shifting sud- 
». denly like a sail?” Dr. Laurence 
stated his wish to obtain some information 
as to the grounds of the war; and trasted, 
~~ -** that, when those grounds came to be pub- 
licly known, they would be found sufh- 
- * cient to convince the world of the justice 
of our cause.” He farther observed, that, 
__«f* as to the desire, which he and his friends 
> # had been accused of entertaining to 
»#* plunge the nation in war, it never had 
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et existed for a moment; and, that one of 
_* “ the reasons why he disliked the peace 
, was, that it evidently, directly, and ra- 
_ “ pidly tended towards the event, which 





~> = ** had so soon arrived.” Was this shift- 
sing suddenly about ? And, with such means 
* .at hand, was the defence of Mr. Grenville 
"and Dr. Laurence a task too laborious and 
goo. difficult for the Accurate Observer. 
= Mr. Elliot also is charged by the Adding- 
© tons with shifiing suddenly about upon this 
“> * occasion, and, together with Mr. Windham, 
_ with having opposed the Irish militia law, 
“or the purpose of embarrassing the minis- 
>> ters, in their warlike preparations. ‘ Both 
9) ** these gentlemen,” says the Near Obser- 
ver, ‘“-were now discovered to be advere 
) ** to the system and principle of militia 
'- forces altogether, an opinion which did 
not so much surprise the admirers of the 
constitution and of that constitutional 
force, upon any other ground, as because 
in their official situations, they had se- 
verally appeared the most zealous. advyo~ 
cales and promoters of this species of 
army. Mr. Elliot, who now opposed re- 
| ‘* cruiting the Irish militia at four guineas 
|,“ per man, was reminded by the Attorney- 
»** General for Ireland, that he himself (Mr. 
Elliot) had brought.in a bill for recruit- 
ing it at six guineas; and Mr. Windham 
was pot in miod that during the time he 
had been in office, the militia in England 
had been augmented to an unprecedent- 
ed degree, and the militia of Scotland 
and Ireland instituted and begun! ! Thus 
it appeared, that it was not solely in the 
instance of the negotiations at Lisle, bat 
in great general measures of domestic 
import, executive government and legis- 
* jation, that the manly, consistent Mr. 
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‘ opinion, but that he had even conde- 
** scended to become the official instrument 
‘* and organ of measures which he disap- 
“« proved and condemned. It always re- 
** mainéd, however, to be accounted for, 
** both by this Right Honourable Gentle- 
« man and Mr. Elhot, why they felt them- 
‘€ selves more obliged to declare their op- 
‘* position at one time than at another ; why 
** they could submit their docile consciences 
‘* to the hand of Mr. Pitt, and shew such a 
‘« restive spirit of mutiny under the guid- 
‘* ance of his successor!!! It will be said, 
“« that they were in office at one ‘ime, and 
* out of it the other; but, if this is an ex- 
‘ cuse, it follows, that to be neutral in 
** things you disapprove, is less blameable 
“ than to be active in them; and that you 
‘‘ may originate measures you condemn, 
‘* but not suffer others to promote them, 
** afterwards.” Here are misrepresenta- 
tions and calumnies, an answer to which one 
might have reasonably expected tram an 
Answerer, who assumes an appellation de- 
scriptive of great accuracy of observation. 
But, no: the defender.of Mr. Pitt could, in 
the present instance, find no materials 
whereon to work! which is the more sur- 
prising as, in hunting through the parlia- 
mentary debates for facts wherewith to re- 
but the accusations against Mr. i itt, he must 
have seen the speech, which Mr. Elliot 
made, at the time, in answer to these very 
misrepresentations and calummies ; for, they 
are, after all, a mere rechauffée of a dish, 
and a most disgusting one too, which had 
originally been served up from the Treasury 
Bench, The debate, alluded to, was on 
the bill, passed last March, for granting a 
bounty of four guineas a man to such men as 
were willing to serve as militia-men in Ire- 
land. To talk of the “ constitution” and of 
“* constitutional force,” in such a case; to 
call men raised by bounty, militia-men, re- 
quires no small portion of even that assur- 
ance, with which the Addingtons are so su- 
per-abundantly gifted. But Mr. Elliot's 
speech is so fall and satisfactory as to every 
point, its sentiments bave been so fully ve 
rified in the time which has already elapsed, 
and it contains-such an useful lesson for the 
future, that I shall cite it almost entire. 
“ He had,” he said, “ no objection to the 
“ adoption of the principle of a militia in 
“ Ireland. On the contrary, he had sug- 
“ gested the expediency of making the ex- 
“ periment by the establishment of a force 
moderate 
for exam- 
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in Ireland were to be formed by ballot, 
there would be so many subsiitutes, and 
at such large bounties, that the general 
recruiting service would be more impeded 
by that mode than by the restricted boun- 
ties specified jn the bill before the House. 
This, he admitted, was an argument of 
great weight, but it amounted to a decla- 
ration that it was impracticable in Ireland 
to obtain a militia upon the genuine 
principle of a militia, which he could not 
help considering as a decisive objection 
avainst the institution. Accordingly, by 
the present bill, the principle of a militia 
was abandoned ; for it proposed to raise 
18,000 men, not by ballot, but by bounty. 
This force, therefore, had no other aflini- 
ty.to a militia than that it was to be rais- 
ed in counties, and was to be commanded 
by officers nominally militia colonels. — It 
would be strictly an establishment of 
fencibles. What were fencibles but corps 
raised within particular districts, and off- 
cered by gentlemen of landed property 
connected with such districts ? The force, 
theretore, proposed to be raised, would be 
in principle nothing but a fencible esta- 
blishment of the worst species, because 
formed on such terms of service as would 
If it was ab- 
solutely necessary, as some gentlemen had 
alleged, that a force of such numbers 
should be raised on the spur of the occa- 
sion, in order to co-operate with the re- 
guar army, why not raise a fencible force 
on a more enlarged footing of service, ap- 
plicable, for instance, to Great- Britain and 
Ireland? At the same time he acknow- 


* ledged he felt almost insurmountable ob- 


jections to that description of force ; be- 
cause it tended to produce a most injuri- 
ous competition of bounties between: the 
home and regular service; and if we 
adopted it, we should be compelled (as 
we were in the late war), to raise the 
bounty for the line to an amount which 
would not only render our army so bur- 
thensome in point of expense, that the 
pecuniary means of the country would 
scarcely be adequate to sustain it, bat 
which was also calculated to produce, in 
other points of view, the most prejudicial 
effects on the service. It bad been ob- 
served, im the course of the debate, that 
in the late war the militia had been most 
successfully applied to the recruiting of 
the regular army. He was glad that 
measure had been mentioned, because he 


‘should have selected it ssa complete il- 


lustration of the truth of the argument he 
was staing. In the coume of the late 
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war, so much of the population of the 
kingdom had been locked up in defen- 
sive corps, that the recruiting service was 
so entirely suspended, that it was found 
necessary to dissolve a considerable pro- 
portion of the local force to supply the 
alarming deficiency of the regular army. 
The expedient was certainly not to be 
justified on any principle, but the urgency 
of the occasion. The emergency, how- 
ever, was pressing, and he felt that every 
tribute of public gratitude and applause 
was due both to the energy of the coun- 
cils which devised the measure, and to 
the patriotism of the officers who gave 
their co-operation to it. But he believed 
it would not be proposed to adopt it as a 
general system of recruiting. He was 
persuaded such a system would not be 
avowed. If indeed it was understood, 
that the colonels of militia were ready 
to lend their regiments to the recruit- 
ing of the line, it might in a certain de- 
gree diminish his objections to the present 
measure, though he could by no means 
bring himself to think, that a systematic 
application of the militia to the recrasting 
of the line would be a judicious course of 
proceeding. However, he should not 
then take up the time of the House by 
enlarging on that subject, since he was 
confident such a system would not be as- 
serted as practicable. Mr. Elliot next 
adverted to a remark which had been 
made by his right hon. and Jearned friend 
the Attorney General of Ireland, and 
which he could not notice without some 
apology to the House, as it had little re- 
lation to the merits of the present ques- 
lion, being entirely an argumentum ad ho- 
minem. His learned friend had stated, 
that he (Mr. Elliot) had expressed no dis- 
approbation of laws of a similar tenden- 
cy while he sat in the parliament of Ire- 
land. It wastrue that, while he was in 
that parliament, one or two acts ;fassed, 
authorising a levy of volunteers by boun- 
ty in augmentation of the militia. He 
had, however, always entertained consi- 
derable prepossessions against that sys- 
tem of military policy, and experience 
had confirmed them. But his learned 
friend had really spoken, as if he (Mr. 
F.iliot) had been a principal instrument in 
forming tke militia of Ireland. Now the 
fact was, that he was appointed to the 
war-ofice in Ireland in the suntmer of 
1796, at which period~the militia had 

en raised between two and three 
years, and he found it armed, arrayed, 
and encamped. What did his learned 
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friend conceive he should hare done in 
such eircumstances? Did he mean to 
suggest that he ought, from his place in 
parliament, to have proposed the dissolu- 
tion of the establishment in the midst of 
war? That he believed would not have 
been thought a very safe or well-timed 
measure. But the case was now wide- 
ly different. On the conclusion of the 
late war, the militia establishment of Ire- 
land was disbanded, not disembodied, 
but actually dissolved; and the question 
before the House was, whether the in- 
stitution was to be revived in a shape 
calculated, at a most critical conjuncture, 
to cut up the general recruiting service 
by the very root. Hecould not conclude 
without making an observation on what 
had fallen from the Secretary at War, 
who had imputed to him, that, after 
having sounded an alarm through the 
country, he was now throwing obstruc- 
tions in the way of the public service. He 
must remark, that it did not very well be- 
come the right honourable gentl»man to 
reproach him with alarms, just at the 
conjuncture when his Majesty’s minis- 
ters, though rather late to be sure, began 
to participate in those alarms. 
ever, avowed the intention of giving the 
alarm upon the present bill. He was 


most anxious to impress parliament with 


a full sense of its dangerous tendency ; 
for, if there was a measure more calcu- 
lated than another, to prostrate this coun- 
try at the foot of a foreign foe, it was 
surely that which, in the present perilous 
crisis, should contribute to the annihila- 
tion of the recruiting means of the em- 
pire. It had been insinuated both against 
his right henourable friend (Mr. Wind- 
ham) and himself, that they were now 
endeavouring to cast a dap upon the 
ardour of the country. This was cer- 
tainly a new charge against his right ho- 
noufable friend and himself. Neverthe- 
less, it might be well founded. They 
might have changed their conduct. He 
trusted, however, they would be found 
consistent. He believed, there were no 
two members of that Howse more desi- 
rous of calling forth the mind and spirit 
of the country than his right honourable 
friend and himself. But there might be 
a difference of opinion in respect to the 
best mode of accomplishing that object. 
It was, he thought, a-part of true wis- 
dom, as well as of genuine courage, to 
Jovuk at the impending danger in ‘its full 
extent. There was no’ piety in thé de- 


™ lusion which covered it, either from the 


He how- | 
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“ parliamentor from the people. In order 
** ‘to apportion our eflorts to the emergen- 
“ cies of our situation, we ought to know 
“ the full measure of our peril. In the 
* event of a fresh contest the country oug! t 
* to be prepsred for great and trying sa- 
“ crifices. He had never represented wer 
*« otherwise than asa great calamity, but 
“ he had stated, and he retained the opi- 
* nion, that it might prove a less danger- 
*© ous, and certainly a more honourable pre- 
‘* dicament, than a perseverance in a series 
“© of submissive councils, If the country 
* was roused to a full sense of the peril of 
“ its situation, and was made to understand 
© the real ground and principle of the con- 
** test, (for he earnestly deprecated the in- 
** jurious policy of sliding the nation into a 
“ war in darkness and obscuritv,) he was 
* persuaded that we should find in the pec- 
* ple that prudent, courageous, persever- 
“ ing, patient, fortitude, which hadcarried 
* this country through many arduous and 
* painful struggles. He was convinced 
“ that, with an adequate impression of our 
“ danger, and a due consciousness of the 
*€ justice and soundness of our cause, we 
“ should, with one united effort resolve, 
“ either successfully to support the ancient 
“ fabric of our laws, rights, liberties, and 
“ independence, or to perish under the 
“ ruins of an edifice, which no ingenuous 
“ or rational mind could be anxious to sur- 
“ vive; for beyond it there was no retreat, 
“ no refuge, no consolation. It was mat- 
“ ter of aw ful reflection, that if this country 
“ fell, the last asylum of the civilized wor! 

‘¢ was gone. These were the reasons which 
‘* induced him to wish that we should, as far 
“* as we were able, preserve the means of 
« the nation collected and unimpaired. It 
“« was a painful task to him to object to an) 
“ arrangement connected with the defence 
“* and security of the country; but he dix 
“ not make an exaggerated statement «: 
« his opinion, when he declared that, if 
“ beard of French general officers had szt 
“ for the purpose of devising the most ef- 
“ fectual mode of sapping to their founda- 
“ tion the military strength and resources 
‘of this empire, they could not, in his 
“ judgment, have contrived a measure bet- 
“ ter adapted to the accomplishment of 


'* that object, than the resolution contained 
' in-the report upon the table.”——Not 


much’ more than three months after this 
speech was delivered, and before the Irish 
militia were half got together, every inte - 
ligent man from that country, not influenced 
by a job, either in existence or in embryo, 
was ready to declare openly, that, unle.s 
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the Irish militia were rendered transferable 
to England, they would do infinitely more 
harm than good; and, it can hardly be for- 
gottcn, that the same opinion was pretty 
distinctly expressed by Lord Limerick, 1n 
seconding the address to the throne, on the 
a2d of November last. * With respect,” 
he said, * to the. militia of Ireland, the 
«* wisest policy was, to employ them, par- 
“ tially, at least, in this country. There 
“ might, iumdeed, exist an aversion, on the 
* part of the English and Scotch militia to 
‘ crossing the sea; but, he repeated his 
* opinion, that, with respect to the Irish 
if brought to this 
country, be have as well as troops possibly 
“ could.’”? Now, every one knows, that 
his lordship, if he had thought 1t prudent to 
speak out, would have said, that the 18,000 


i : " ; 
men, raised in Ireland, at four guineas a 


man, under the name of militia, were of 
so little, in the opinions of 


very little use: 
’ sons, as torender their absence some- 
thing tiuly desirable; nay, I have heard it 
declared, by a gentleman very well ac- 
quar:mted wiih the state of Ireland, and very 
deeply interested in its fate, that he should 
look upon his estates in that country as 
being much more valuable than they now 
are, if the 18,000 militia had never had arms 
putinto their hands. When, therefore, one 
reflects, that of this body of inen, eight or 
ten thousand might, by a bounty of seven 
guineas a man, have been enrolled in the 
regular army, and, of course, sent to any 
part of the world, we are astonished at the 
assurance of those, who can, with the lesson 
of experience befcre them, still rail at the 
ebjections urged by Mr. Elliot and Mr. 
Windham against the measure in question. 
-~—-But, the Near Observer says, that 
these gentlemen were now, and for the 
first Lime toc, discovered to be “ adverse to 
* the system and fArineijle of militia forces 
“* altogether.” Mr. Elliot began his speech 
not only by stating, that “ he thought it 
“ highly important that the prizciple of the 
** militia should be preserved and cherished,” 
but he also said, that he « had no objection 

to the adoption of the principle of a mi- 
** Jitia in Ireland ;" and, in the same de- 
bate, though Mr. Windham appeared to be 
more averse to a militia system than Mr. 
Eliot, he said, “ that he did not mean, that 
there should be no militia at all ; he only 

alluded to the proportion of it compared 


sOmc pe: 


_“ to the standing army, which he thought 


“ much more essential to the defence ef the 
country, and which, therefore, he did not 
wish to see sapped by bounties given to 


“ raise recruits for what were called militia 


COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 








fro 


‘* regiments."———I_ have already observed 
that the passage above quoted from the 
Near Observer is a mere rechauffce of what 
was delivered from the Treasury Bench, on 
the 15th and 16th of March last. The Ate 
torney-General of Ireland is, indeed, quot- 
ed by name, though the candid parlisans 
of the candid Addingtons omitted to no- 
tice Mr. Elliot's answer, which, as we have 
seen, contained a compleie refutation of 
the charge preferred against him by that 
learned gentleman. The same sort of can- 
dour has been observed with respect to Mr, 
Windham, of whom it is asserted, ina re- 
petition of almost the very words of Mr, 
Yorke, that be “in his official situation 
«¢ appeared the most zealous advocate of this 
«* species of army; that, during the time he 
*‘ was in office, the militiain England had 
“been augmented to an unprecedented 
« degree, and the militia of Scotland and 
“Ireland institated aud begun.” Hence, 
it is concluded, that Mr. Windham lent his 
name to measures which he condemned ; 
and, that he was ready “‘ to submit his do- 
« cile conscience to the hand of Mr, Pitt.” 
These are the words of ihe Near Observer. 
Let us now hear Mr. Yorke. ‘* He did not, 
‘© by any means complain of the hon. gentle- 
‘« man’s objections to this measure; he only 
‘* complained that the right hon. gent. had 
‘ made his genera] objections at a time, 
“ and upon an occasion, when these objec- 
“ tions could lead to no practical conclusion. 
‘‘ He complained that the right honourable 
‘‘ gentleman, emtertaining such opinions 
‘‘ ypon this subject as he now appeared to 
‘* do, should, while he was in office, dave 
‘* augmented the militia to a degree hereto- 
** fore unprecedented ; -for the right hon. 
“« gent. was at that time in a department 
‘(war office) immediately connected with 
“ the public force. The right hon. gent. 
‘ had not only suffered the militia, in Eng- 
land to be so augmented; but, while he 
held an important office in administration, 
** the militia of Scotland was formed, and 
“* he believed that of Ireland; and yet upon 
these occasions the right hon. gent. had 
“ urged no objection, But now, even if the 
“ right. honourable gentleman's objections 
should prevail, yonless the parliament 
were to supercede all the militia laws at 
“ once,) he stated them for the first time. 
n When the bill, of which the present one 

was only a part, was before the House, 
and when, from the situation of the coun- 


ce 
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“« deliberately and maturely examined, the 
“ right hon. gent. sat perfectly silent.”— 
From the Addingtons or the Hawkesburies 


try, his objections could have been more 


al 


JANUARY 9, 1804, {14 


“one thicht have expscted to hear insinua- 
tions and charges like these, but, though 


evil communications corrupt good man- 
hers,” from Mr. Yorke, I, most assuredly, 


~ shou!'d not have expected them, As a cabi- 


t-minister Mr. Windham might, iv the 


SE@ebinet, oppose the measures here spoken 


; but, if his opposition proved unsuccess- 

if he could not enforce his opinion 

wainst that of thé rest of the council, will 

PMr. Yorke say, that it was his duty to resign 
Phis office, and to quit the cabinet? Of this, 

Phowever, more hereafter. Mr. Yorke« harges 
Yhim with « having augmented the militia,’ 


; “and with having, “ while in a department 


-immeciiately co onnected with the public force, 


lea SUFFERED the militia of England to 


“be augmented, and that of Scotland and 
‘Trel: and to be formed.” WwW ; Oo, that is un- 


r. W + ahitin held, would not, from this 


Te a stare imagine, that Mr W indham 


as the author, the. first proposer of the 


) YBugmentation of the militia in England, as 


il! as of the establishment of a militia in 
tland and Ireland; especially as his office 
Was that of Secretary at War. Mr. Yorke 
Srtainly could not intend to send forth to 
he world so gross a misrepresentation; and, 


t one hardly knows how to account for his | 


Rpressions in any other way, without im- 


ting to him a want of even common dis- 


ernment. Mr. Yorke knew; Mr. Yorke 
Must know, for he was Secretary at War him- 
®e)f at the time when be made the above 
uoted speech ; he must, therefore, well 
now, that Mr, Windham, as Secretary at 
ar, had no more to do with the augmcnt- 


Mifg or creating of militia forces, than the 


Mord Chancellor had. Mr. Yorke knew, 
hat the management of the militia lay ex- 


" Husively with the Secretary of State for the 


far Department, which office was thea 


§ Ned by Mr. Dundas, now Lord Melville ; 


Mr. Yorke knew, that by Mr. Dundas and 
he Commander in Chief the whole of that 
neh of the public service was managed ; 
hat no official communication existed be- 
ween it and the war-ofhice; and that, ex- 
tpt as far as his opinion and vote would go 

mn the cabinet council, Mr. Windham hed 
p more controul over the measures alluded 

, than the Emperor of China had. This 
being the true state of the case, let the worid 
re whether it was fair and manly in 
r. Yorke to charge Mr. Windham with 

* ‘having augmented the militia,” and with 
having “‘ suffered the militia 10 be augment- 
ed and formed.” If he had preferred this 
sarge bs a the late Lord Chancellor or 
C at State for foreign affairs, it 





would not have succeeded, there would have 
been nothing for it to stick to; but, the ap- 
pellation of late Secretary at War was charnie 
ingly calculated to take with the ignorant 
gaping crowd in the «galleries. I would, 
however, put it to Mr. Yorke, whether the 
taking adi antage of such a ciretmstance wag 
worthy of him, or of any oné4who had the 
honour to reply to Mr. Windh#im; whether 
he thinks that Mr. Windhen would have 
resorted to the use of such méans; whether 
he does not now lament, that he has furnished 
the Near Observer with the materials of mis- 
representation and calumny ;. and, finally, 
whetber he can view without feeling some 
degree of humiliation, the contrast exhibited 
in the conduct of Mr. Windham.——One 
point only remains. Mr Yo rke states, that 
Mr. Windham * urged no objection” to the 


| militia measures adopted while he was in 


office. Where does Mr. Yorke mean? He 
cennot know, that he urged no objections in 
the cabinet; he must, therefore, mean, that 
he urged none in parliament; and, I would, 
then, like to hear Mr. Yorke say, whether 
it was the custom, whether it ever has been 
the custom, whether an instance of that kind 
ever was heard of, for a member of the cabie 
net to oppose, in parliament, a cabinet meae 
sure. But, Mr. Yorke goes further, and 
says, that, since Mr. Windham hes: been 
out of the cab‘net, he has never opposed any 
militia arrangement ‘ti// ‘now. ‘ Even,” 
says be, “ if the Right Honourable Gentle- 
* man’s objections were to prevail, he has 
“ now stated them for the first time.” I 
hope Mr. Yorke’s memory is very short; for, 
I should be sorry to suppose, that, when he 
made this assertion, he had not completely 
forgotten what passed upon the bringing up 
the report of the Scotch militia bil), on fhe 
3ist of May 1802. The object of this bill 
was to enable his Majesty, in case of inva 
sion, or any other great emergency, to atig- 
ment the Scotch militia in the proportion of 
one half. Mr. Elliot objected to the meae 
eure, for the same reason that we have seen 
him object’to the Irish militia system ; to wit, 
that it would tend to destroy the recruiting 
service for the regular army: ‘The concluding 
words of Mr. Elliot’s speech express opinie 
ons, which cannot be too generally inculcat- 
ed, and to which it is, at this time, pectlie 
arly useful to call the attention of the public, 
—+—* In the northern part of that country, 

too, through the spirit of clanship, and 

‘the hereditary attachment which prevailed 

there to particular families, there were 

means of recruiting which existed in no 

other parts of the empire. ‘The establish- 

ment, therefore, of a lerge local force 
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‘‘ within so cofitracted a space was, he 
‘© maintained, to cut up by the roots the re- 


. “ eruiting service of the army. It was abso- 


« Jutely to frustrate and nullify the military 


_ # sesources of the country. ‘The attempt to 


‘+ eombine a considerable augmentation of 
« the local force with the recruiting service 
of the army was, he asserted, an incon- 
 gruous system. It was to present induce- 
“ ments to men to stay at home, at the 
“ same time that invitations were beld out 
“* to them for enlistment for general service. 
“ A premium was offered with one hand 
“ against the bounty which was tendered 
* with the other. For these reasons, he 


_ * had always thought the original institution 


“* of the Scotch militia an injadicious ar- 
“* rangement; aod he was sure its augmen- 
‘* tation would be a perseverance in a very 
*¢ jnjorious error. It might, perhaps, be 
“ said, that the number of men proposed 
** to be added was not large. For the ex- 
“« tent of the country, however, he alieged, 
‘* it was not inconsiderable. It might pro- 
“ bably be stated, that the measure was not 


** w be carried into effect, unless in case of | 


** the danger of invasion, or some pressing 
“‘ emergency. To that he should answer, 
‘‘ that it was not evident that it would be 
‘* necessary even io the event of invasioa, 
“ to increase the militia; for if a consider- 
“« able portion of transferable force was in 


’ “ the kingdom in such an exigency, it 


** would be as applicable for the purpose of 
“ defence as a local force. But if such a 
oe ure should prove requisite, the iuter- 
** véntion of parliament might then be used; 
*« and if it was not sitting, it could be con- 


* vened soon enough to give its sanction to. 


*€ the measure. The bill, however, did not 
* limit the measure to the event of invasion, 
“ but extended it to any other great emer- 
“« gency, which words vested in the govern- 
*“* ment a complete discretion on the sub- 
“ ject. A great emergency might, for in- 
** stance, be the commencement of a war, 
“ the very conjuncture at which he should 
“ most deprecate such a measure. In short, 


** he desired to be understood as objecting 


_ these 
, fied? 
.. for recruits for 


* to the priociple of the arrangement, since 
** at led to a system, which was fandament- 
* ally vicious, and which appeared to him 
** to be directly the reverse to that which in 
* the event of a war, it would be expedient 
* for this country to adopt."—Now, I ask 
any observing and impartial man, whether 
opiaions have not already been veri- 
We are giving from 35 to 50 guineas 

e Army of Reserve, recruits 


_@ See Register, Vol. 1, p. 692, 
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to do little more than stay at home; and, we 
have, during nine months of exertion, raised, 
out of fifteen millions of souls, about mime 
thousand recruits for the regular army, seven 
thousand of whom heve, in ope way or 
another, each individeal of them cost the 
country fifty guineas, at the least farthing, 
previous to his joining a regular regiment | — 
But, what did Mr. Windham say, upon the 
occasion alluded to? He said, ‘* he concur- 
“ red with every thing that had been ad- 
« vanced by his honourable friend, (Mr. E]- 
« liot) but thought he had not gone far 
“ enough. Not only any clause of the bill, 
“ but its whole principle ought to be op- 
‘* posed ; as it went to lay out the force of 
“‘ the country in a defensive instead of an 
“ offensive army. He did not wish to see the 
“€ militia totally extinguished; yethe thought, 
‘« that instead of increasing its numbers, it 
‘* ought to be reduced below the old establisb- 
“ ment, both in Scotland and England, and 
‘* never to be augmented except in cases of 
“ emergency. To one consideration he 
“ would particularly call the attention of 
“* the House: every compulsory force em- 
** ployed in raising men must necessarily 
“ increase the difficulty of voluntary recruit- 


| ing, as it takes away the fair competition, 


‘* and thus raises the bounty; as appeared 
‘‘ in the late war, where it rose to 15 gui- 
‘‘ neas, instead of one guinea, the usual 
“« price formerly given. The reason of this 
“« was evident: it was, absolutely necesssaty 
to allow the employing substitutes, Peo- 
ple in certain circumstances gave aby 
“ price for substitutes, rather than serve 
themselves; the consequence was, that 
the premium for substitutes was known to 
be enorniously high, and of course the price 
of recruiis for the regular army was rais- 
*‘ edin proportion, From these and many 
** other considerations, he was a decided foe 
to the militia system ; he considered a re- 
gular army as the most proper and best 
** defence of the country *.”——This debate 
took place, as I have before observed, on the 
31st of May, 1802: Mr. Yorke was present 
at the time ; and, which is singulat enough. 
scarcely opened his mouth in reply. He was, 
as yet, little schooled in the ways of the Ad- 
dingtons and Hawkesburies: he was, as yet, 
incapable of charging Mr. Windham with 
having,.as Secretary at War, “ augmented 
‘“themilitia,” or with having ** suffered it 
“ to beau ted.” Still, as ] havealready 
declared, I would fain believe, shat, when 
Mr. Yorke did, on the. 16th of March last, 
accuse Mr. Windham of having then ob- 





* See Debrett’s Parl. Register, May 33, 1802+ 
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) jected, “ for the frst time,” to the augmen- 
tation of the militia; I would fain believe, 
‘and I must believe, that when Mr. Yorke 
-made this assertiqn, he had totally forgotten 
the occurrences of the 31st of May, 1802.; 
but, I never can believe, that it is recon- 
tileable.cither to that dignity or that manii- 
ness of character, which I always look for in 
Mr. Yorke, to have so spoken in Parliament 

> as to have furnished the sentiments, and al- 
7 most the very words, wherewith a Treasury 
Hireling has dressed out the most shameful 
‘calumnies.—It should be observed, that the 
wbject, which this writer has in view, in mis- 
epresenting the conduct of Mr. Elliot and 
“this part of the conduct of Mr. Windham, is, 
f© inculcate a belief, that the objections 
Pwhich they made to the militia system arose 
from their desire to embarrass the ministers, 
and to retard, if not obstruct altogether, the 
"warlike preparations of those wise and vi- 
| gorous gentlemen; and, it must be confess- 
"ed, that the langaage made use of by Mr. 
‘Yorke, and by others in the same debate, 
evidently led to such a3 conclusion; but, that 
‘this conclusion was false, that it was a most 
-@ross error, or most malignant misinterpre- 
»fation, no doubt can, I think, be entertained. 
Zheir objections arose from their anxious 
') desire to prevent the source of the recruiting 
@ervice from being dried up; and, who will 
“mow deny, that it would be happy for the 
country, if that desire had been gratified ? 


© §5 | Who, that looks at the bloated accounts of 
"olunteer corps, army of reserve, and militia, 


> >and compares them with the meagre skele- 
Jton returns of the regular army, the only 
army on which we can safely rely for de- 
ence, and on whieh we can possibly rely for 
p@tfence ; who, that makes this comparison, 


e and that considers what may be the fatal 


Monsequences of a protracted and.inglorious 
"war, can help sorely lamenting, that the opi- 
>) ions of Messrs. Elliot and Windham did not 
» prevail, that their advice was not followed, 
and that they had not the power to prevent, as 
ell as the 0 city to foresee, and the inte- 
rity to foretell, the effects of the system to 
which they objected? : 
Here I close my observations on that part 
the Cursory Reimka which -contain. 
isrepresentations and calumnies that the 
prate Obseryer found it too troublesome 
too difficult to answer. In observing 
mpoo the remarks, which relate to Mr. Elliot, 
I have been objiged to include those, which, 
on the particular subject of the militia force, 
relate also to Mr. Windham.—I should now 
proceed in my analytical and comparative 
view of the two pamphlets, as far as of 
relate to the parliamentary conduct of 


‘ 
; 
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Canning, Lord Grenville, and Mr. Wind- 
ham ; but, for.want of room, I find myself 
compelled to defer it to my next, 

(To be continued.) 








INTELLIGENCE. 


Foreicn.—According to late accounts 
from India, the Peishwa has been enthroned at 
Poonah, with great pomp, amidst the con- 
gratulations of an hundred thousand people. 
—Scindea has not broken up his camp, but it 
is supposed will] besiege Indoor, the capital of 
Holkar, who, in consequence of the deser- 
tion of great numbers of his troops, and the 
want of provisions, is iv great distress.—Ma- 
dajee Boonslah, the chief of the eastern Mah- 
rattas, has formed an additional alliance with 
the Company, of a very advantageous nature. 
-—-Mutha Rao has yet eluded the vigilance of 
the Hill chiefs in the Guzzurat; and al- 
though Futty Sing Guicuar has used all bis 
influence with the Rajahs who are interested 
in the cause, he has yet been unsuccessful, 
—The trade between Persia and the Com- 
pany, has been opened in its fullextent, ac- 
cording to the treaty concluded with the Per- 
sian. ambassador; aod the imports during 
the three first months have excceded all ex- 
pectation.—Letters from China have been 
received at Bombay, which represent that 
country to be generally tranquil, although 
Ong Fong, a daring chief, is at the head of 
a rebellion in the nurth, with nearly 50,000 
followers.—The ports of the Ligurian Re- 
public have not yet been blockaded by the 
ships of his Britannic Majesty ; but the mer- 
chants are so apprehensive of that event, that 
the commerce of the country has been suf- 
fered to dwindle into a state of comparative 
insignificance.—The Emperor of Germany 
has authorized the establishment of a General 
Consistory for the Protestant Churches in 
Gallicia. He has, also, appointed M. Mer- 
card, Secretary of the Royal and Imperial 
Legation to the Circle of Franconia.—The 
Elector of Metz, Arch-Chancellor, has named 
Baron Franckenstien Minister Plenipotentia- 
ry to the Electoral Court of Bayaria.—The 
Grecian Prince Argitople, who has been, for 
six years, the Chargé d’Affaires of the Sy- 
blime Porte, in Holland, has returned ta 
Constantinople.—Gen. Lasnes, the French 
ambassader at Lisbon hag been recalled; and 
it is said has been appomied to an important 
command in the army intended for the inva- 
sion of England.— Accounts from the West- 
Indies, received by the way of Philadelphia, 
state that the French troops have been al- 
most expelled ftom the island of St. Domin- 
go. Port de-Paix has been taken possession 











- a state of equal distress. 
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of by the negroes; who also made 4 isoners 
of the garrison, consisting of five hundred 
men. hochambeau continues at the Cape, 
but is desirous of getting to the place gene- 
rally called St. Domingo ; this, however, the 
negroes will not suffer, as four thousand of 
them occupy the intermediate country. All 
the places which have been taken by the ships 
of the British blockading squadron, have 
been giveu up tothe negroes, who treat the 
inhabitants, es we!l as the French prisoners 
with great humanity. Port-au-Prince is in 
Great numbers of 
the inhabitents have fled to St. Jago de Cuba; 
and Dessalines bas summoned the town to 
surrender. Gen. Lavalet, who commands 
there, has refused, and has declared his re- 
solution of holding out to the Jast extremi- 
ty: but the want of provisions will soon 
compel him to submit.—-The American Con- 
ress is occupied in discussing subjects re- 
lating to the cession of Louisiana: the levy 
of the military force, which they authorized 
to be rated for taking possession of that co- 
lony, is carried on with great expedition. 
Domestic.—The King has been pleased 
to appoint Charles Cameron, Esq. to be Cap- 
tain General and Governor in Chief in and 
over his Majesty's Bahama Islands in Ame 
tica.—He has, also, been pleased to appoint 
the Right Hon. Percy, LordViscount Strang- 
ford, to be his Majesty's Secretary of Lega- 
tion at the Court of Lisbon.—He has, also, 
been pleased to grant to the Hon. Cropley 
Ashley, the office of Clerk of the Deliveries 
of the Ordnance of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, ‘in the 100m of 
Joseph Hunt, Esq.— The farmers in different 
parts of the country, fearful that their stores 
of corm, hay, straw, &c. would be put into 
requisition, on the landing of an enemy, are 
anxious to dispose of those articles. Great 
quantities have, therefore, been sent to the 
London markets, from Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Keot, and Essex ; and sold at a lower rate 
than has been known for a long time.—Mr. 
Yorke has written a letter to the Lords Lieu- 
tenant of the counties on the coast, inform- 
ing them, that, as Datch vessels fromHolland, 
vader Prussian colours, have been in the 
practice of resorting to the east coast of 
England, for the double purpose of carrying 
en contraband trade, and conveying intel- 
ligence to the enemy, it has been judged 
proper to direct that they should in futore 
be prevented from doing ‘so, between the 
Hamber and the Downs, Yarmouth Roads 
ead the Downs excepted: and that as the 
measures taken for this purpose may, in 
some instances, be eluded by their putting 
persons. clandestiacly on shore, the peace- 


COBBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 





officers are to be particularly watchful in 
discovering such persons, and bringing them 
before the magistrates for examimation; In 
which case the result is to be transmitted, as 
soon as possible, to him.- On the 3d inst. 
the volunteers of Pimlico, styled the Queen's 
Royal Volunteers, received their colours 


| from her Majesty. The ceremony of pre- 


sentation, which was condncted with great 
pomp, andat which many distinguished per- 
sons were present, took place at Ranelagh. 
An excellent military band was provided ; 
and Braham, Incledon, and several other 
vocal performers, dressed in the uniforms of 
the different volunteer corps to which they 
belonged, and the organist and choristers 
from both cathedrals attended. At one 
o'clock the Countess of Harrington, who was 
the representative of her Majesty on the oc- 
casidn, was announced, and ushered into her 
box with all the pomp due to majesty: two 
principal officers of the corps, and two ladies 
of the Queen's household waited upon ‘her. 
The band then played “ God save the King,” 
and the two battalions presented arms. Seve- 
ral prayers were read by the chaplain of 
the corps, after which a sermon was preached 
by one of her Majesty's chaplains. After the 
sermon, the coronation anthem was sung 
and played by all the vocal and instrumental 
performers present. Two ensigns, a captain, 
and six serjeants from each battalion then 
stepped forward to receive the colours ; Lord 
Hobart, as commandant, gave the word to 
the whole corps to present arms. The Coun- 
tess of Harrington then presented the co- 
lours, and Lord Hobart received them kneel- 
ing, as if the Queen were personally present. 
Her Ladyship delivered a speech of a few 
words, in a low tone ; to which Lord Hobart 
returned an answer, in the name of the corps, 
expressive of the gratitude which they must 
feel for the peculiar honour which had been 
done them, and of their resolution to lose 
the colours, ouly with their lives. ‘* God 
save the King” was then played and sung in 
full chorus. The corps again saluted, and 
the Countess and her attendants withdrew.— 
The last mail from the Leeward Islands 
brings intelligence of the death of Gen. 
Greenfield, commander of the British troops 
in that quarter; and of Major Gen. Cle- 
phane, Governor of Grenada. It is said, 
however, that no official accounts to that 
effect have been received.—The same mail 
also brings information of the sailing of am 
expedition against the Batavian eolony of 
St. Eustatia, the defenceless state of which 
left no doubt of its becoming an easy conquest 
to his Majesty's arms. ; 
Mititary.—The whole of the French 
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ne Batavian military force in Holland and 
paland, including the entire coast from the 


V est Scheldt to the Texel, it is said, does 
exceed forty thousand men, garrisons ip- 


ist. uded. One of the principal bodies of the 
n's * isposable force is assembled in the neigh- 
urs Wrhood of the Helder, and consists of about 
re- Seventeen thousand men, chiefly French. 
eat OAS army may, however, be, at any time, 
er- | gmented by any part of the troops in Ha- 
yh, | 10 mer. There is another sma! | army of about 


feht thousand men collected in the island 
@f Walcheren, apparently intended more for 
of ) @efensive than offensive operations. In con- 
os ity to some late arrangements, the Ba- 


7 

te §vian troops have been ordered to approach 
ne fearer to the coast, {or the purpose of being 
yas pre contiguous to the ports where the em- 
C- Kations are to be made. Several corps will 
er ter Holland,and lie in Delft, Leyden, Haar 
vo Tew and Amsterdam, thus forming a line to 
es @mbark as soon as orders may be received. — 
“r. an legislative body of the Italian Republic, 


Te request of covernment, has agreed to 


4 EA Measures for contributi ing to the expe ‘dition 
of igainst England, by a direct aid of naval and 
sd — -lanc forces. The legislature has therefore 
™ * he ided means to defray the expense oi 
we € auxiliaries, and the law on that subject 
al iB been proclaimed. It orders the imu'e- 
‘ ate raising of 5,500,000 of Miancse livres, 
my wy a land-tax, payable at a very shcrt period ; 
‘d i hich sum is to be placed at the disposal of | 
: ie executive power, for the construction of | 
“f Wo frigates and twelve gun-boats, as well as 
- or the equipment of troops.— the greater 
4 Wart of the {talian troops, intended for France, 
* @re already on their naeyeh : the sixth, se- 
. @ ) Fenth, and eighth columns have set out from 
# >) Balan, on their march, by the way of the 
rt > Simplon and the Valais, to enter the French 
%) | eetritory by Geneva. The French troops in 
c italy still keep their old positions; the only 
0 Ring new which has taken place is the re- 


| eguction of the garrison of Leghorn to fifteen 
i® wndred men, in consequence of a request 
. | emnade to the First Consv] by the Queen of 
d 2 raria. The corps which have quitted Leg- 

~ Sern have marched for the Neapolitan coasts 
4 ie Adriatic, to which place some others 


- Rave repaired from Upper Italy.—In Great- 
S$ | Britain, ministers have given directions that 
- & military preparations throughout the 
> & buctry, and particularly on the coasts, shall 
. expedited with all possible dispatch. Ad- 


poe 


itional works are erecting in places which 
ve been thought too much exposed ; and 
1 the troops in different parts have been 
dered to be in a state of constant readiness, 
Orders have, also, been issued from the 
rar Office, to the different courts of lieute- 
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nancy throughout the kingdom, most pe- 
remptorily requiring, that all the regiments 
of militia shall be completed to their Full 

establishment it nepedistely; on pain of having 
the fines levied for all short of the comple. 

ment.—The regiment of Light Dragoons, 

commanded by his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales, which has been for some time 
quartered at Brighton, has been ordered 
from that station to Guildford. The reasons 
for which this change was made, are said to 
be a regard for the personal safety of the 
Heir Apparent. 

Navat.—The council of marine of the 
Batavian republic lias issued orders to the 
respective commanders in the roads of the 
republic, for summoning all superior as well 
as inferior naval officers, and others absent 
on leave, to repair without loss of time to 
their respective ships, and to grant no fur- 
loughs in future; and also, that all the na- 
tional ships and vessels of war be imme- 
diately put and kept in readiness to be em- 
plcyed in actual aah'se at the shortest no- 
tice.—In consequence of remonstrances from 
the municipalities of FV laardingen and Maas- 
lois, the Batavian government hos, for the 
abandoned. the design of requiring 
a number of fishing hookers,-on board of 
which it was nsec e to transport troops, 
&c. for the expedsti: ‘inst Great- Britain. 
—On tie }: sth of Septe > i x last, Captain 
Graves, of his Majesty's ship Blenheim, ‘dis- 
covered a small schooner privateer endea- 
vouring to get into Port-Royal :: he accord- 
ingly dispatched bis boats to cut her off, and 
after a long chase, they boarded and carried 
her. She proved to be the French privatete 
Fortunée, cf two guns and twenty-nine men. 
—On the 26th of Oc ‘tober, Captain Young - 
husband, of the Osprey, cruizing off Trini- 
dad, discovered the I’rench privateer La Re- 
source ; not being able to come up with her 
himself, Capt. Y. sent his boats to attack 
her, and notwithstanding the privateer kept 
up a heavy fire from the guns aod musketry, 
they succeeded in capturing her. She mount- 
ed four guns, and carried forty-three men, 
two of whom were killed and twelve woutrd- 
ed during the action.— Capt. Younghasbahd 
having put Lieut. Collicr and sixteen men 
on board the prize, she captured, on the next 
day, the French privateer schooner La Mimi, 
of one gun and twenty-one men.—On the 
26th of December, ( om. Hood, in the Cen- 
taur, cruizing between Tobago and Grenada, 
captured, after a chase of seven hours, the 
French privateer schooner Vigilante, of two 
guns and forty men, besides a great quantity 
of musquetry.—Admiral Cornwallis, for 
whose safety during the the Jate storms, the 
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public felt so much anxiety, arrived in Tor- 
bay on the 30th of December, accompanied 
by the San Joseph and Dreadnought. The 
gallant Admiral, it is stated, was blown off 
Brest, on Friday the 24th, and again attempt- 
ed to regain his station but the gale of Tues- 
day the 27th, obliged him to return. a he 
ships which came in, had suffered consider- 
ably in their yards, rigging, &c. besides being 
much strained; but the damage was soon 
repaired, and Admiral Cornwallis, after being 
jomned by four ships of the line anda fifty- 
gun ship, from Cawsand Bay, which were 
ready to reinforce him, again sailed for Brest; 
and it is believed, that he may be now on 
his old station, Admiral Cornwallis, who 
has now been so long at sea, did not quit his 
ship for an instant.—Several cruizers have 
svled from the Downs for the coast of 
France ; and, it is probable, that, by this ime, 
the British squadrons in every quarter have 
resumed their blockading stations. 








SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Wark or Finance.—From the following 
passage, which has been extracted from a 
ministerial paper, there is some reason to 
suppose, that the Doctor has conceived the 
idea of tiumphing over the finances of 
Buonaparté. That of all his follies this 
would be the greatest there can be no doubt; 
but, first let us hear bim. and then put him 
right if we can: “ The uature of our 
* financial measures,” says he, “ must 
prove to France, to Europe, and to the 
world, that British resoufces are as ex- 
haustless as the British spirit is inex- 
** tinguishable. We may now retort on 
** the fell tyrant his charge of approaching 
bankruptcy, and appeal to Europe to de- 
** cide on which side the charge is best 
** founded. Twelve millions of the sup- 
** plies raised within the year, in addition 
to an aggregate of taxes already in opera- 
tion, unexampled in the history of any 
nation, furnish too convincing a proof of 
what the finances of Britain are capable 
of yielding, to be overturned by the art- 
ful representatives of French scribblers.” 
—— Raised / no, no, not raised, enacted, 
amposed by law, if you please ; but not 
raised yet. The first quarter produced little 
more than half a million; the second ma ; 
probably, produce three half millions, and 
not much more than that, though the pro- 
duce to the 5th of this month was estimated 
at four millions and a half. Not a penny of 
the income tax has yet been raised ; and 
2 the 3 sonaghtcee en l, out 

2 owen Dut, let us hear 
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him out :——‘“ Whilst taxes are imposed 
“ by the legislature, and chearfully acqui- 
** esced in by the people, to an amount that 
** would appear incredible to even an Eng- 
“ lishman ten years since ; the burthen is 
“ so wisely-and so equally diffsued, that it 
“ is comparatively Jittle felt, and universally 
“ submitted to without murmur. Every ad- 
ditional impost has been regulated in such 
“ a manner as to affect each individual in 
‘‘ proportion to his means, and the great- 
“ est tenderness has been shewn to the 
‘ poorer classes, by excepting them, in all 
““ cases where the operation of the tax 
“‘ might prove injurious or oppressive. The 
* boasted finances of France, on the con- 
‘“‘ trary, are in astate of rapid decay. ‘The 
‘€ public revenues have, in many instances, 
“ been anticipated, and their produce, for 
“ some years to come, raised in advance, and 
“* applied to the support of the present war, 
“« Neutral nations have been plundered, 
‘« and allied states compelled to make ad- 
*« vances by way of loan, to prop the vaunt- 
‘© ed reseources of the republic ; yet, such 
“© has been the extravagance of the French 
“ government's plans, or the want of pru- 
« dence and economy in the proscecution 
“ of them, that it has been compelled tv 
resort to the most unjust, oppressive, and 
“ shameless system of extortion, in the 
“* shape of taxes, that ever disgraced the 
‘* administration of any civilized govern- 
* ment.” That the impositions of the 
French government are unjust and oppres- 
sive is very likeiy; but, that any thing, in 
the shape of a tax, can, by the French or 
any other government, be. more detestable 
than the Doctor's income tax I utterly deny. 
It is not the amount of it; that is not too 
great; and, besides, it is as well to pay 
under that name as under any other name ; 
it is the abominab!e principle of it that I 
dislike, that I abhor, and that, let who will 
differ from me in opinion, I shall always 
ablior. The French revenues are antici- 
pated; their produce, for some years to 
come, has been “ raised in advance, and 
** applied to the support of the present war!” 
What, in the name of common sense, does 
the Doctor mean? Does he speak of a 
borrowing system? Has the French govern- 
ment been making loans ? Has it begun to 
saddle the nation with a debt ? 








will, in-that case, give our grand-children a 
‘chance of seeing France’such, in pr a 
as Eogland now is. But, I am afraid this 
notion is not correct ; I am afraid, that the 
Consul has made no loans; and, then, it 


| follows, of course, that what the Doctor 
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If so, Buo- | 
_Maparté has my most hearty thanks ; for, he | 
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an anticipation of the revenue, is, hav- | phecies, it is a thousand to one but he 


po ed 


g _made the people pay before-band, which 
ay, as faras I know, be todeceive those 
ple; but I am certain it is very far from 


p° provi ing that they are impoverished, and still 


® is it a mark of the “ rapid decay” of 

® resources of the government. The 
ctor thinks he has atchieved great things 

E imposing a considerable portion of the 

s that are wanted within the year ; were 

e. op raise, during the year, nearly as much 
ioney as the necessities of the state de- 
= anded for that space of time, he would be 
segarded as the greatest of men; what, then, 
Be we to think of Buonaparté, who raises 
Gm the year all that be wants during that 
‘year! But he raises them “ in advance.” 
Suld the Doctor raise taxes in advance 

a happy man would he be! He, poor 


a Man, is obliged to wait till they are due; 


apd. he thinks himself well off, if he can 


The truth is, this ministe- 
paragraph has weither sense nor reason 

Ht; but, its object evidently is, to revive 
at most foolish and dangerous notion, that 

ice is to be beaten by the ruin of her 
Himances ; and, to defeat this object, to shew 
y fallacious is the notion, and to convince 
ppeople that France is to be beaten only 

y ae exertions, ought to be the en- 
avour of every one, who writes or speaks 


Epon public affairs — Of al] the nations upon 
a the English are the greatest dupes ; | 
id, of all the English, the greatest dupes are | 


hose, who dabble in polit.cs aud the funds, 
a who are never to be cured, 
Mullibility is of a nature not to be subdued 
s the effects either of time or suffering. 
heir fol ly isas obstinate as that of the bird, 
h, atter having, for ten years together, 

da de ten thousand ‘attempts every day, to 
| tat the wire of his cage,’ begins 
eeleventh year with unabted perseverance. 
dow many times did Mr, Pitt tell them, 


t the last war was “ a war of finance?” 


Ow many scores of pamphlets, how many 
wsands of paragraphs were written to 
e, that, if we would but hold outa 

longer, the resources of the bankrupt 
ry must totally fail her? In order to 
avince us, that the assignats and mandats 
st inevitably produce the utter ruin of 
fance, and bring her regicide rulers to our 
et, how many reams of paper did Sir 
ancis D'lyernois render still more worth- 
than even those assi and mandats ? 

: Francis has lascly; i if we can trust to his 
vertisemen reproached Buonaparté with 
breach of promises. How many 
omises, alas! has Sir Francis broken ! 
yet, were he to recommence his pro- 








would find believers in abundance. Such 
is the credulity, such the infatuation, of 
this enervated money-loving race. Of all 
the errors that we can adopt, this is the 
worst; this is infinitely the most dangerous. 
Our wealth will never save us. It will not 
give us a victory over so much as a foraging 
party : it will pot procure us a respite for 
half an hour; and, really, if we do hope 
to triumph in consequence of the drain 
which time may call for from the treasures 
of Buovaparté, we neither shall, nor ought, 
to escape that punishment, which such folly 
and baseness have never yer failed, first or 
last, to bring upon its possessors. 
Paxties.}—Upon this subject the public 
anxicty is uncommonly great. All men of 
sense have Jong been convinced, that a 
change, not in the Ministry, but of the Mi- 
histry, is necessary to give the country even 
a chance of extricating itself from the great 
and numerous dangers, with which it is 
now surrounded. but, till lately, there no 
where appeared any hope. All the great 
men of the kingdom; all those to whom 
either the people, or foreign courts, could 
possibly look with any degree of confidence, 
seemed to be so completely divided, as to 
check every wish that ardse in one’s mind as 


| to their coalescing im the form of a ministry, 


or a party. It is an oid saying, that, when 
things are at worst, they must mend; and, cs 
our state was nearly, if not quite, as bad as it 


| could be, hope, at last, seemed to grow out 


Their | 


of despair. Achange for the worse is im- 
possible ; and, I am inclined to think, that 
we shall see a change for the better. Not 
that I set so little value upon my reputation 
for political sagacity, as to hazard an opinion, 
that the Doctor will, before he has brought 
the Monarchy to the very gates of death, be 
driven from his ill-gotten and worse cxer- 
cised power; but, it does appear to me, 
that he and his colleagaes will not be much 
longer suffered to sleep upon a bed of roses, 
while they keep the people of a mighty em- 
pire apon the rack.—Precisely what shape 
parties will take, how men will group toge- 
ther, and hew, at last, the twe opposite 
sides will stand, it is yery difficult to say. 
With the minor politicians, amongst whom 
I include myself, the great subject of ee 
culation is, what course Mr. Pitt will 

sue. Supposing Mr. Fox, Mr. Windham, 
Lord Grenville, and arn gv ry my 
to co-operate against inister ;_ there 
will, in that case, be three inden of pro- 
ceeding, out of which Mr. Pitt must make 
his election: 1. To join the opposition; 2. 
To join the Minister ; ‘3, To from Par- 








liament ; for, as to the little game of mo- 
tions of adjournment and of previous ques- 
tion, I think, and, for his name and fame’s 
sake, I do sincerely hope, that he never will 
[ try that aguin, seeing that I never have, 
from the date of Mr. Patten’s motion to the 
present hour, met with apy man, of any 

| politics or any party, who did not condemn 
H the part, which Mr. Pitt, by the advice of 
1 Lord Melville, then condescended to act.-— 
Fach of the three courses, above described, 

must present considerable difficulties to Mr, 

Pitt; yet, | hope, there caa be little doubt 

as to which he will prefer; for, as in the 

case of Achilles, by his choice will his cha- 

racier be known.—In the mean-time, the 

camp in Downing Strect and Whiteha!! is 

all apon the alert; the fears of a foreign, 

have given place to the fears of a domestic 

invasion; and, it is confidently stated, that 

the more nervous of the set have already 

begun to reconnoitre the ground fora re- 

treat. Mr. Sheridan, in his more fortunate 

days, once compared Lord Castlereagh to a 

boy who had been let down the chimney, 

for the purpose of opening the door and let- 

ting in the gang; and, without a wish to 

speak irreverently, when I look at the mi- 

uisters, in their present state, they really force 

upon my recollection pictures that 1 have 

seen in the windows, describing the anxiety 

m aud agitation of a nest of sharpers, when 
they hear the constables knocking at the 

door. God send their alarm may not be in 

vain! Their press, though it begins to 

flag, is yet most bitter and boisterous. The 

cry of ** coalition” has, indeed, been fairly 

coughed down ; but, that of * prerogative” 

and ‘* constitution’ still braves the scorn of 

common sense ; and, as they may, possibly, 

be heard till the mecting of Parliament, it 
a5) may not be altogether unnecessary to be- 
“i stow a few remarks on the way, in which 
they have been, and yet are, employed.— 
It has frequently been observed, that the 
modesty of the Addiogtons and their col- 
leagues very far surpasses the assurance of 
the common run of mankind, of which, if 
there wanted any proof, the doctrines they 


tance 
a 


th are now preaching ‘up, as to the duty of sup- 
z' porting Ministers, would most amply afford 
‘bt it, The constitution,” say they, “ gives 
| “ the King the prerogative of choosing his 


“* Ministers; he has chosen: the present 
“* Ministers, and they ooght to be support- 
To a against this would be to give 
a tinetlon to ssurance; but, as to the Bese 
position, I shall deny the fact. Isay the 

Ministers are xc? the King’s choice. 
cy were chosen by Mr, Pitt, who, to 
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‘they have nestled themselves into the folds 


_ generals ;” just as if the word Ais had a 


| sides that the ci ir being the 
“ed, because they are the King's atin p si at the circumstance of their being th 


‘make ministers of. “ What,” say they, 
“ would be the situation of the country (at 
© this crisis of foreign danger, internal diffi- 












the credit of Lord Hawkesbury be it, 
spoken, had considerable difficulty in per. 
suading that nobleman to make part of the 
cabinet. Not so with the Doctor, who 
jumped at it, as, before Mr. Pitt discovered — 
his rare qualities, he would have done at a 
half-guinea fee. But, to the mortification 
of * the family,” it ought to be known, that 
the place of prime minister was frrst offered 
by Mr. Pitt to Mr. Dudley Rider, now Lord = 
Harrowby, ‘who had the modesty-to refnse 
it. Then, and not till then, was Mr. Henry 
Addington thought of, even by Mr. Pitt. 
And yet, these people now affect to regard 
tltemselycs as having been selected by the 
throne, not only as ministers, but as the 
only men that his Majesty could, or can, - 
think of trusting with ministerial power !— 

Towards the close of the ‘I reasury pamphlet, 

the Cursory Remarks, they have very elabo- / 
rately laid down their doctrine of official im- — 
mortality: “ I protest,” says the author, | 
“ that, in this fearful crisis of our country, ~ 
“" T hope, that we have no other cause, no 
** other interest, but hers! that we contend 
** not for patrons but for duties, not for par- 
“ ties bat for the state; and we all rally 
“ around our soverricn and his minis- | 9% 
“ ters, big lieutenants, and dis generalsy 7) 

“ around a/l who have his confidence and 
* commission. J am sure this is the faith 
*“ of the constitution, and that by this aloue 
“‘ eve can be saved.” By this “ we” the 
Addingtons and the Hawkesburies mean 
themselves; for,-as to the people, they are 
to be saved, if saved at all, by causing, as 
far as their right and power go, the present 
ministers to be hurled from their places. 
Yes, and where is the man, who does pot 
rally round his sovereign ? but, where is the 
man who would noi be ashamed to be thought 
to rally round the ministers? Observe how 
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of the royal robe! how anxious they are to | 
identify themselves with the king, and thus, © 
at once, to preserve their power and to get 7 
rid of all responsibility. ‘ Gor sovereign — 
“ and bis ininisters, dis lieutenants, and Ais © 


talistnanic virtue in it; just as if it could, or 
onght, to shelter ministers from. impeach- 
ment any more than it shelters generals from 
courts- martial !——-Having thus laid down 4 
creed for us, they proceed.to state, that, be- 









king’s ministers gives them a right to unani- 
mous support, there are no other persons 10 













“ calty, and frish rebellion) under a minis- 
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tr , {the late ministry] whom it would 
"be in the power of the most insignificant 
Member in the House to displace at any 
moment, by simply bringing forward the 
rish Catholic question 2?” Wby this should 


fs Aow this should be done, they do not 
ws; but, thus they effectually set aside 
F. Pitt, Lord Grenville, and Mr. Wind- 
im. They then proceed to the old opposi- 
in, and observe, that, they “are not aware 


Sof more than one case, in which Mr. Fox 
fand Ais mivority” [putting dis in Ttalic 
eeraciers}] ‘* could be considered as a possi- 
e administration, and that is, the success 

‘of the invasion, or some other great dis- 
asier which would lay us at the feet of 
anc. He mht, perhaps, be the vice- 
resident of the Britannic Republic, bat 
ere is littie prospect of his ever being 
Pthe minister of an English King.” Hence 
Bey conclude, that “ bis Majesty's minis- 
ters have a right to ali our support, co- 
Mperation, and assistance; that we shouid 
PMot dare at this terrible hour, to in- 
{erease their ditticu!ties, diminish their cre- 
‘dit, or shake the contidence of the people ; 
Mhat we ought not to bring forward se- 
fleus causes of con plaint, if they existed, 

Mi a time when unanimity alone can pre- 
Mserve the empire; that we should consi- 
Pder them abstractedly as the 4ing’s minis- 
Hers; that they have been faithful, able, 

MW Vizorou., and fortunate, and that we 
Ought to trust they will continue so; but, 
at, at all events, ander them we must fight 
for all that is dear and sacred to humani- 
Wty; by their side we must conquer or Le 


(down; ihat there is x other party for us to 


take, and there is no duty more imperious 
and binding.” Modest gentlemen! 
No other ‘party for us to take!’ Such 
surance was certainly never before exhi- 
ted in the world. Itis absolutely without 
p:rallel. We have never before seen, or 
ard of, any thing like it—Upon the prin- 
bles of their creed, that I have cited 
ove, they appear to have drawn up the 
yer, which, on account of the present 
fy has been introduced into the liturgy. 
And let no internal divisions obstract his”* 
be king’s designs; “ designs for the pub- 
lic good, nor bring down Thy judgments 
“upon us.” What is meant by “6 internal 
divisions ?”’ and divisions, too, calculated 
obstruct the king’s (that is to say his minis- 
") designs ? Insurrection and gebeltion can- 

t be here alluded to: déwisions would have 
n a term by no means applicable to acts 
that sort. The phrase must, and it does, 
it was evidently intended, mean, or, at 
st, include, political divisions; and, 1 am 
no means singular in the opinion, that, as 


e * 
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| 
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far as the views of the ministers went, one 
object of this part of the prayer was, to ex- 
cite a general dread of the consequences of 
divisions of every sort (not forgetting divi- 
sions in parliament,) and thereby to throw 
an odium on, to check, and finally to de- 
stroy, all ofposition.——I trust, however, that 
divisions as to political opinions, and that a 
strenuous epposition to ministers, will, in 
many cases, be found, not only strictly con- 
formable to, but enjoined by, the sacred ob- 
ligations of allegiance; and, if this opposi- 
tion was ever called for, if these obligations 
ought ever to have weight with us, the mo- 
ment certainly is, when a weak and selfish 
ministry threaten to involve the throne and 
the people in one Common ruin, During 
the time that these men have been in 
power, they have made a peace which sur- 
rendered all our conquests mio the hands of 
our enemy, without obtaining for us any 
equivalent; they have thrown the United 
States of America into the arms of France; 
they have rendered that country tributary 
to France, and have induced it to enter into 
treaties hostile to the ‘trade of England; 
they have enabled France to new model, 
according to her interest, the Germanic 
Body; they have suffered her to seize on 
His Majesty's German doininions; they 
have, by their negligence or other miscon- 
dact, given rise to a rebellion in Ireland ; 
and they have reduced this island to the 
great misery and the greater disgrace of a 
state of siege, which requires a force that can- 
not be, for a moment, laid aside, and that 
cannot, for any length of time. be constantly 
maintained,without taxes, which, ifimposed, 
cannot be raised. They have, at the end often 
months of nominal peace, plunged us into 
a war, the ostensible and official grounds 
of which all foreign nations regard as insuffi- 
cient. They have left us without a single 
ally, or friend ; and, in exchange for that re- 
spect, which always heretofore accompanied 
the name of Britain, they have brought upon 
our country the contempt and the scorn of 
the world. The evils of their administration 
are felt-in every limb, every artery, every 
vein of the country. A general want of con- 
fidence, in all matters connected, in the most 
distant way, with public measures, prevails 
in every part of the empire. Those institu- 
tions, which are, in some sort, the basis of 
our public credit, are shaken ; their stability 
begins to be generally suspected, and their 
securities to depreciate, Foreigners seek a 
safer place of deposit; they are removing 
their wealth out of our country ; we our- 
selves are burying that which cannot be de- 
preciated by political causes ; and thus, Bri- 
tain, the mighty, the favoured land of Byi- 
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tain, which, during the last war, was regard- 
ed as the last place of refuge for innocence 
and wealth, is now suspected even by her 
awn children. These and ali the other evils 
that surround us, are to be ascribed to 4 
want of confidence in the men, who exercise 
those powers, by which national good, or 
national evil, is produced. No man, not 
one even of their partisans and creatures, 
places any reliance on them for wisdom, or for 
any of the qualities that are necessary in the 
conducting of the affairs of a state; even this 
descriptionm-of persons, as fast as they become 
gratibed with the wages of their subser- 
vience, hesitate not to pray for a change, 
that they may be protected in the enjoyment 
of those wages. Under such circumptances, 
then, is it net our first duty to supplicate 
his Majesty. to remove these servants from 
his councils > Js it not, at any rate, the first 
duty of Parliament so to act, as to convince 
their Sovereign, that they participate in the 
feelings of his people in this respect, and 
that they are not dead to his real and perma- 
peut interests? “ It is the prerogative of hig 
« Majesty to choose and to dismiss his minis. 
“ters.” ‘True, God forbid the truth should 
ever be disputed! But, it is the privilege, itis 
the duty, the bounden duty, of Parliament, to 
signity to his Majesty the conviction which 
they may entertain of the iacapacity, or 
ether disqualitication, of thase ministers ; 
nay, it is sometimes their duty to impeach, 
to imprison, to try, and to punish, the 
King’s minisiers; aod, if acts like these 
may become a duty, shall they not dare to 
erpress ther disapprobation of ministers ? 
shall th's be regarded as trenching upon the, 
King's prerogative ? and shall a member of 
Parliament, as in the case of Lord Temple, 
because he wishes the affairs of government 
committed to abler hands, be charged with 
assuming “‘ the right to name the King's 
** mipisters,” * and of a design to invade 
the *‘ undoubted prerogatives of the crown ?” 
~—The fact is, that his Majesty has tio 
partiality at all for these ministers, as may 
well be believed, wheu we consider his well- 
kaown disciimination of character. They 
were thrasted upon him, under circum: 
Stances that would admit of no delay ; and, 
such has been the state of parties ever since, 
that he has not been able to supply their 
place. They have existed, as a minisiry, 
er the mutual jealousies of the great men 
the country; and, the moment those 
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jealousies are removed, their existence, asa 
ministry, will cease. : 
Isvasion.—As was suggested in the pre- 
ceding sumber of the Kegister, the report of 
invasion (which, be it remembered, was to 
have taken place yesterday week) has proved 
to be a mere ‘‘ Tale of a Tab.” By way of 
comment, on what I[ then stated, the minis- 
terial prints have observed, that they are 
persuaded I would gladly see an invasion of 
my native country, for the sake of plunging 
the ministers into difficulties. It. is very strange 
that this language should be held by those, 
who are every day telling us, that invasion 
is just about to be attempted, and who wish, 
or who say they wish, that it-may no longer 
be delayed, seeing that they are certain the 
result will be glorious to Britain! For my 
part, F do not think an invasion of England 
will, for some time to, come, take place; 
and, I most sincerely wish that it never may ; 
because, though we were to defeat the ene- 
my, the being reduced to fight for England 
upon English ground would, in my opinion, 
be an indelible disgrace. I do not assert, 
that the ministers entertained no apprehen- 
sions of an invasion being attempted last 
week, or this week; for, indeed, they 
are so weak, their intelligence is so very 
bad, that, like children in the dark, they 
are full of apprehensions; but, I will not 


resign the opinion, which I Jast week ex- 


pressed, that they might set up the cry of 
‘** wolf! wolf!’ for the-purpose of driving 
members of parliament into the country, and 
for keeping in the country, such as are al- 
ready there. And, whatever other people 
may choose to believe, 1 beg the readers of 
the Register to be upon their guard against 
impositions of this sort.. During the pre- 
sent winter, a hundred tricks will be, played 
off to amuse or to scare the public; to en- 
gage their ‘attention, to turn it from politi- 
cal topics, especially such as are connected 
with the conduct of ministers. These arts 
will not succeed for many months; but, my 
desiré is, that they should not succeed for a 
day.——I wish to see people, of all ranks 
and degrees, ready and resolutely resolved 
| fenl their country, to repel and to 
Chastise the foreign foe; but I wish not to 
see them the dupes of the weak or wicked 
men, whose misconduct has exposed them 
to the inroads of that foe. a 
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